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Time Event Description

10:00–11:15 Lecture–Recital: Accessing
Early 20th-Century
Japanese Art Songs

  

Illustrated talk and
performance

1:00–3:00 Masterclass: Japanese Art
Songs

Participant
performances and

coaching

3:15–3:45 Discussion & Q&A Cultural and
pedagogical
conversation

Dr. Sahoko Sato Timpone offers residencies and presentations that
introduce singers, students, teachers, and audiences within
universities, conservatories, and arts organizations to the rich
world of Japanese Art Song (Nihon Kakyoku 日本歌曲). 

Through lecture–recitals, lectures, masterclasses, and guided
discussions, she illuminates how Western musical traditions and
Japanese poetic and cultural aesthetics merge to create a
distinctive and expressive repertoire, exploring how to sing or
listen to this music through the lens of its language, culture, and
emotion.

Each residency or presentation may be tailored to a department’s
or organization’s interests, from cultural and historical exploration
to practical diction and performance application, providing
participants with a meaningful and accessible entry into Japanese
vocal literature. Programs can be offered in English, Japanese, or
bilingually, depending on the audience and setting.

Sample Schedule

Overview 



Residency Options

Option 1
Japanese Art Song: History, Aesthetics, and Performance Practice

This lecture or lecture–recital provides an introduction to Japanese Art Song from its early
20th-century roots to its contemporary development. Dr. Timpone explores the historical

evolution of the genre, its Western influences, and its uniquely Japanese sense of beauty and
restraint.

Participants learn about Japanese aesthetics that are helpful in understanding how to
sing or listen to this repertoire, as well as phrasing and practical tips on singing in Japanese.

The session features both canonical works by composers such as Kōsaku Yamada,
Yoshinao Nakada, and more, as well as rarely performed gems, offering audiences a view

into Japan’s rich and distinctive musical identity.

When offered as a masterclass, participants perform from the Japanese Art Song Anthology
(edited by Dr. Mutsumi Moteki and Dr. Kumiko Shimizu, published by Classical Vocal Reprints),
which includes diction guides, translations, and performance commentary. Dr. Timpone also

offers an optional pre-residency Zoom diction workshop to help singers prepare their
repertoire in advance.
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Masterclass at Boston Conservatory



Residency Options

Option 2
 Accessing Early 20th-Century Japanese Art Songs: 

A Cross-Cultural Repertoire

Based on Dr. Timpone’s presentation at the National Association of Teachers of Singing
National Conference, this lecture or lecture–recital highlights seldom-performed

Western-style art songs by Japanese composers written in various languages.

The Japanese-language songs are settings of tanka (31-syllable poems) in a language with
only five vowels, and others are settings in German, French, and English language poetry,
making them accessible for introducing Japanese composers to non-Japanese singers.

The presentation includes live or recorded performances, historical context, translations, and
performance suggestions, emphasizing the cultural and musical connections between Japan

and the West and their relevance in today’s global voice studio and concert setting.

Option 3
Combined Residency Package

A one- or two-day residency blends both lecture–recitals and a masterclass to immerse
participants in Japanese Art Song, tracing its history while guiding them through hands-on

performance. Virtual presentations and masterclasses are also available.

Lecture-Recital at Chapman University
Piano: Janet Kao



Educational Highlights

History and development of Japanese Art Song in the 20th and 21st centuries, and
approaches to singing and listening to this repertoire
Japanese aesthetics and phrasing in performance
Diction and interpretive approaches for non-native speakers
Introduction to waka and tanka as poetic inspiration
Rare and accessible repertoire for integrating into the voice studio or recital stage
Diversity and inclusion through global art song literature

Testimonials

“I’m still buzzing after your wonderful class. It was so inspiring to hear you work with our
singers and the beautiful repertoire.”

“It was such a joy to have you with us. Your teaching was fantastic.”

“The students loved the masterclass, and so did I. Your kindness, insights, and gentle
suggestions got dramatic results with every singer. Outstanding work.”

“Boston Conservatory at Berklee hosted Dr. Sahoko Sato Timpone for a residency that
included classes, coaching sessions, and an insightful masterclass on Japanese Art Song.
Thank you for making such an impact on our students.”

“Her stimulating lecture initiated us into the history of Japanese Art Song, gradually
established through the amalgamation of Japanese folk music and modern Western
classics.”



About Dr. Sahoko Sato Timpone

Mezzo-soprano Sahoko Sato Timpone has appeared with opera companies
and symphonies throughout the United States and internationally with the

Seiji Ozawa Matsumoto Festival, Tokyo Spring Festival, Singapore
Symphony, Sapporo Symphony, Terra Nova Collective Belgium. She has
presented on Japanese Art Song at the Boston Conservatory at Berklee,

Florida State University, Chapman University, Tulane University,
University of Oregon, Keio Academy New York, and the NATS National

Conference. Her upcoming presentations include a masterclass for the New
York Singing Teachers’ Association (NYSTA) in summer 2026.

A faculty member at the University of Cincinnati College–Conservatory of
Music (CCM), Dr. Timpone is dedicated to fostering intercultural

understanding through song and to helping singers connect deeply with text,
sound, and artistic expression across languages.
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