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Having grown up in a highly musical family, violinist Francois Henkins distinguished himself at an 
early age by winning  national chamber music and solo competitions in his native South Africa, 
and performing  as guest soloist with the Johannesburg and Free State Symphonies. He came to the 
USA with a full scholarship to the Interlochen Arts Academy, and continued his studies under 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra concertmaster Robert Chen, Los Angeles Philharmonic associate 
concertmaster Nathan Cole, and Renata Artman Knific. Francois has since traveled the world to 
appear at chamber music festivals such as the Musicorda Chamber Music Festival; the Stellenbosch 
National Chamber Music Competition, at which he was awarded a prize for his notable 
performance; and the Cleveland Orchestra's Kent/Blossom Music Festival, where he was awarded 
the Josef Gingold Award for his distinguished performance in chamber music. An experienced 
orchestral performer, Francois has worked under renowned conductors such as Bernard Haitink 
and Pierre Boulez in the Civic Orchestra of Chicago, the Chicago Sinfonietta, and the 
Johannesburg  Philharmonic. Francois has a deep love of teaching and has worked with 
underprivileged children through the Botsabelo Outreach String Program in South Africa.


